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What the Preliminary Data Report Is
This report is a sample of the data on American Indians in St. Paul compiled by the American
Indian Policy Center. This data set was used in a presentation to American Indian community
leaders in St. Paul on June 7, 2000. This document consists of the handouts from that slide
presentation. A more complete version of this report will be available at a later date.
Goals of this Report
The purpose of making this report available in written form is simply to provide quantitative
information about the St. Paul American Indian community. AIPC's goal is to make these
statistics accessible. It is the reader's role to investigate the. reasons behind this data, to draw
connections among different statistics, and to interpret the data's significance. The intent of
these statistics is descriptive, not prescriptive; meaning that the data are meant to shed light on
the current situation of American Indians.
This report represents the information "out there." In struggles for limited funding and in
policy making, these data can and will be used against us, so to speak. It is our responsibility
as a community to take ownership of this information and use it to accurately represent the
American Indian community. This information is one tool we can use toward the greater goals
of self-determination and empowerment. We can use this information to define ourselves, our
community, our issues, and our common interests in a language that carries weight with policy
makers and funders. Quantitative data is a powerful tool, and can only strengthen the
messages we wish to communicate to others. However, quantitative data is not a substitute for
the richly detailed and grounded experiences of individuals.
How to Read this Report
In reading these statistics, it is important to keep in mind that quantitative information can
never tell the whole story. Each statistic is like a snapshot, the resulting picture depends on
how one chooses to frame the subject, what one excludes as well as includes inside the frame.
Each piece of information has limitations. Some common limitations of this data set include:
cultural biases, problems in identifying American Indians in a consistent manner, and age of
available data. For example, the census collects data based on the concept of the nuclear
family but does not collect data on extended families. This is a cultural bias that may cloud
our understanding of American Indian families. Also, the census is the most detailed source of
information on many different variables, yet the most recent census was conducted in 1990 and
may no longer be accurate. Still, information from the 1990 census is the data used in
developing social programming and policy-making. However, these problems with the data
may themselves offer valuable information. Investigating the gaps, biases, and exclusions in
these data may offer important insights or useful points of contention for taking issue with
specific statistics.
While we can be critical of specific statistics by identifying the strengths and weaknesses,
biases and gaps, this is the data available to us. By careful study and substantiated data from
our own studies, we may be able to offer more accurate numbers, or probable projections.
For instance, the data available from Ramsey County regarding adult MFIP recipients is
quite thorough. It's possible that Ramsey County counts American Indian ethnicity in a
different manner than the St. Paul Public Schools, another valuable source. This could yield
discrepancies for someone who is interested in estimating how many American Indian
children are covered by MFIP in St. Paul, for instance. Yet these two sources of data would
likely be the best, most current pieces of information to use. The estimate would be the best
available, and would likely be fairly accurate. Therefore, while it is important to identify
any possible weaknesses in the data, it is also important to use the numbers to get workable
information.
It is also the case that American Indians face a unique challenge when dealing with
statistics. In almost every kind of numerical data we deal with, American Indians will make
up a small percentage of the population. American Indians are about 2% of the population
in Ramsey County and in Minnesota. American Indians make up about 9% of MFIP
recipients in Minnesota. These are relatively small numbers. This information could be
used (and continues to be used) to justify the denial of funding to organizations that
primarily target American Indians. Yet even with this very basic statistic, we ee that
American Indians as a proportion of those receiving MFIP are over 4 times their proportion
in the population as a whole. This shows that a higher proportion of American Indians
receive MFIP.
It is extremely important to be aware of these statistics and to use them in building logical
arguments, writing grant proposals, and making policy recommendations. The numbers are
the most current available at the time of printing.
We urge the readers of this report to use these data to tell your own story. Find the pieces of
information that speak to your own experiences or the issues that concern you. Carefully
read information that may contradict as well as support your story.
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Based on Data from: Profiles of Change: Communities of Color in the Twin Cities Area. Published by The Urban Coalition. Census Project. August. 1993 p. 5
Source for data through 1990: Profiles of Change: Communities of Color in the Twin Cities
Area, Published by The Urban Coalition, Census Project, August, 1993 p. 5
• Projections are our own.
• From 1960 to 1990, the population of American Indians living in the Seven
County Metro Area increased by 605%.
• From 1980 to 1990, the American Indian population in this area increased
by 49%.
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4:1( St. Paul Population Over lime
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• According to the Minnesota State Demographer's Office 1998 estimates,
American Indians make up 5.9% of the youth population (ages 0-19) in
Ramsey County.
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i* St. Paul Population, 1080-1090
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Planning Districts *Districts with 300 or more American Indians
1 Sunray, Battle Creek, Highwood
2 Hazel Park, Hayden Heights, Prosperity Heights, Hillcrest
3 West Side*
4 Dayton's Bluff
5 Payne-Phalen*
6 North End*
7 Thomas-Dale*
8 Summit-University
9 West Seventh
10 Como
11 Hamline Midway
12 St. Anthony Park
13 Merriam Park, Snelling Hamline, Lexington-Hamline
14 Macalester-Groveland
15 Highland
16 Summit Hill
17 Downtown
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1•1I American Indians in St. Paul Public
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• Total number of American Indian students in St. Paul Public Schools in
1998-99: 879.
• This was an increase of 135 students, or 15.4%, over the previous year in
St. Paul.
Districts 4, 5, 6, and 7 have over 80 American Indian students.
Planning Districts *Districts with 80 or more American Indian students
1 Sunray, Battle Creek, Highwood
2 Hazel Park, Hayden Heights, Prosperity Heights, Hillcrest
3 West Side
4 Dayton's Bluff*
5 Payne-Phalen*
6 North End*
7 Thomas-Dale"'
8 Summit-University
9 West Seventh
10 Como
11 Hamline Midway
12 St. Anthony Park
13 Merriam Park, Snelling Hamline, Lexington-Hamline
14 Macalester-Groveland
15 Highland
16 Summit Hill
17 Downtown
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:,i( Families in St. PaulV
Female
householder,
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23%
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householder,
no wife present
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Married couple
family
72%
Family Household Types
in St. Paul,
Total Population, 1990
Source: US Bureau of the Census
Female
householder,
no husband
present
45%
Male
householder,
no wife
present
9% arried
couple family
46%
American Indian Family
Household Types
in St. Paul, 1990
Above charts based on 1990 Census Data.
• NOTE: These figures are based on the concept of the nuclear family.
Extended families are not represented.
• 51% of American Indian children in St. Paul were living in single-parent,
female-headed households in 1990.*
*Source: Profiles of Change: Communities of Color in the Twin Cities Area, published by The
Urban Coalition Census Project, August, 1993, p. 11, 33.
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:frk American Indian Natality
Marital Status of
American Indian Mothers
Giving Birth
in Minnesota, 1997
Marital Status of
American Indian Mothers
Giving Birth in
St. Paul, 1997
Source: 1997 Natality Data Set, CD-ROM Series 21, No. 9, Issued July 1999 by the U
S
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
,
National Center for Health Statistics.
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Age of American Indian Mothers Who Gave Birth
in 1997 in St. Paul
(n=70)
,
4
r
. 
-
A.A.
_
. 
_
,... 
..
,-
,.44,
‘.# ::,..
.:,y ,  ' .,‘...A
1 0 -
-,_
qkdL „.-...
.: t:11' '-4
--..
f, .
di.•' 
_ • ,
, 
.
.,
.1.
'‘,..! .i....,
...-...
—
.. — ,,,
,
—
i
,./. 1
....
:
1.”
-,..,
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44
Source: 1997 Natality Data Set, CD-ROM Series 21, No. 9, Issued July 1999 by the US
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
National Center for Health Statistics.
1
1
1
13
American Indian Policy Center June 7, 2000
4:414'• American Indian Natality in St. Paul
4 or more yrs college
5%
Some college
15%
HS degree only
24%
Less than HS
56%
Education Level of American Indian Mothers
Giving Birth in St. Paul, 1997
(ri56)
• Pie represents the 66 of 70 mothers for whom education level was stated.
Source: 1997 Natality Data Set, CD-ROM Series 21, No. 9, Issued July 1999 by the US
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
National Center for Health Statistics.
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4/14 American Indian Natality in St. Paul
No Prenatal Care
3rd Trimester 2%
10%
2nd Trimester
37%
1st Trimester
51%
Month Prenatal Care Began Among American Indian Mothers
Who Gave Birth in St. Paul, 1997
•Includcs only the" for who.. no U. car beg n •  k own.
• Pie represents the 63 of 70 for whom month prenatal care began was
known or stated.
Source: 1997 Natality Data Set, CD-ROM Series 21, No. 9, Issued July 1999 by the US
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
National Center for Health Statistics.
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National Center for Health Statistics.
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41;  Preterm Births in the Twin Cities
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• The percentage of American Indian births with less than 38 weeks
gestation has declined in recent years.
• The number of American Indian births declined from a high of 573 in
1991, to a low of 289 in 1996, and increased to 352 in 1997, as shown
below.
• 12.9% of births to American Indian mothers in St. Paul in 1997 had less
than 38 weeks gestation.
Number of Live Births to American Indian Mothers in the Twin Cities
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4* Low Birth Weight
Percent of Infants Born Weighing 2500 Grams or Less
White Black American Indian
 ZME
1990-921
• 1993-951
o 1996-971
Source: Ramsey County Department of Health, Minneapolis Department of Health
• Yet the percentage of American Indian infants born weighing less than 5
pounds has increased in recent years.
• 10% of infants born to American Indian mothers in St. Paul in 1997
weighed less than 2500 grams (5 pounds).
18
a 
American Indian Policy Center 
June 7, 2000
4:4ly( Infant Deaths
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Infant Deaths in the Twin Cities, Per 1000
Black American Indian
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IN 1993-95
lo 1996-97
Source: Ramsey County Department of Health, Minneapolis Department of Health
• Infant mortality rates among American Indians in the Twin Cities were 2
to 3 times higher than those for other ethnic groups in 1996-97.
• Note that the percentage of American Indian preterm births has declined
during this time.
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1 Causes of Death.4*A 
A111011fi American Indians
• For American Indians during the years
1989-1995, unintentional or accidental
injury was the leading cause of death for
ages ranging from young children (1-4
years old) to middle adulthood (25-44 years
old).*
*From Populations of Color in Minnesota Health Status Report, Spring 1997, p. xxiii.
*Source: National Vital Statistics System, NCHS, CDC also at
toww.cdc.gov/ncipclosp/indianiaialltbl.Htm
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4, Causes of Death
401.
Amonu American Indians in Minnesota 
Among American Indians of all ages in
Minnesota, the following were leading
(singular) causes of death in 1994:
Heart Disease 19.2%1 : -
Cancer 1 15.2%,
Motor Vehicle Accidents 7.3%1 1
Homicide 5.004
1Cerebrovascular Diseases 1_i E
1 .3 0%1 'Suicide 
-1 TT
Source: 1994 Multiple Cause-of-Death File, CD-ROM Series 20, No. 12 Issued Sept
ember
1998 by the US Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.
• American Indian deaths in Ramsey County in the same year totaled 27*
• 6 (22.2%) were due to heart disease, 0 were due to motor vehicle
accidents, though 2 (7.4%) were due to other accidents and adverse effects,
1 (3.7%) death was a suicide, and 1 (3.7%) death was a homicide.
Because the total number was so small, these percentages should be read
with caution.
77)
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A American Indian Mortality in
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Source: 1994 Multiple Cause-of-Death File, CD-ROM Series 20, No. 12 Issued September
1998 by the US Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.
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American Indian Mortality in
A y A Minnesota 
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Source: 1994 Multiple Cause-of-Death File, CD-ROM Series 20, No. 12 Issued September
1998 by the US Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Ages at Death of Different Ethnic Groups in Ramsey County, 1994
(n=4592)
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Source: 1994 Multiple Cause-of-Death File, CD-ROM Series 20, No. 12 Issued September
1998 by the US Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.
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4* Suicide
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201
15-
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5-
US Suicide Rates for Ages 15-24 Years by Ethnicity, 1980-1991*
*Deaths per 100,000 26.3
22.8
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25
American Indian
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Among men and women of all racial/ethnic groups between the ages of 15
and 24 years old in Minnesota, suicide was the second leading cause of
death for the years 1989-1995.*
• The suicide rates presented here reflect the number of suicides per 100,000
people.
• And "the suicide rate among American Indians was three to five times
higher than for other racial/ethnic groups" in Minnesota*
• Thus, the pattern in Minnesota is similar to the national suicide rates
depicted above.
*From Populations of Color in Minnesota Health Status Report, Spring 1997, p. xxiii, by The
Urban Coalition. Information also from National Vital Statistics System, NCHS, CDC also
at www.cdc.gov/ncipc/osp/indian/aialltb1Htm
26
American Indian Policy Center June 7, 2000
1* Tobacco Use
Percent of Students Who Reported Smoking
Weekly or More Often in 1998
6th Grade 9th Grade 12th Grade
CI American
Indian
II Average of
all other
Ethnic
Groups
From the Minnesota Student Survey, 1998.
• Among American Indian students, self-reported smoking rates on the
Minnesota Student Survey
• declined by 2.4% from 1995 among 6th graders,
• increased by .5% from 1995 among 9th graders, and
• increased by 4.6% from 1995 among 12th graders.
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:* Alcohol Use
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:Ai;  Marijuana Use
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From the Minnesota Student Survey, 1995.
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‘,1 Youth Perspectives from the
-4 Olt*
AyA MN Student Survey 
• 8% of American Indian 6th graders,
o 16% of American Indian 9th graders, and
• 8% of American Indian 12th graders reported
having tried to kill themselves in the past
year.*
*
Minnesota Student Survey, 1995, reported in "Getting It All Together: The Health and
Well-Being of Minnesota's Youth," August 1998, p. 15-17.
These figures are similar to other ethnic groups, except in grade 9 American
Indian students and Chicano/Latino had higher reported rates of attempted suicide.
• Among 6th graders, the percentage of students who reported trying to kill
themselves in the past year was similar across minority groups, but lower for
white students:
• 7.6% of other minority students
• 3% of white students
• Among 9th graders, American Indian and Chicano/Latino students reported higher
rates of attempted suicide than other ethnic groups. White students were as likely
as the other groups to attempt suicide.
• 16% of American Indian students
• 14% of Chicano/Latino students
• 8% of other ethnic grouprs
• Among 12th graders, minority students were all somewhat more likely to attempt
suicide than white students
• 7.5% of minority students
• 3% of white students
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Youth Perspectives from the
MN Student Survey 
According to self-reports
from the Minnesota Student Survey,
9th grade American Indian girls
are twice as likely as boys
to attempt suicide.
*Minnesota Student Survey, 1995, reported in "Getting It All Together: The Health andWell-Being of Minnesota's Youth," August 1998, p. 18.
• One national study of American Indian youth found the following risk
factors involved in suicide: "friends or family members attempting or
completing suicide; somatic symptoms; physical or sexual abuse; health
concerns; using alcohol; marijuana, or other drugs; history of being in a
special education class; treatment for emotional problems; gang
involvement; and gun availability."*
*From research briefs at www.health.org/res-brf/oct99/50.Htm. Original article: Borowsky,
et al, "Suicide Attempts Among American Indian and Alaska Native Youth," Archives of
Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine, 153:573-580, 1999.
31
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4* Youth
 
Perspectives
The Urban Coalition's survey
of the Twin Cities found that
American Indian youth
"who thought of themselves as a religious or
spiritual person were less likely to have
suicidal thoughts or attempts."
Taken from "The Well-Being of American Indian Children in Minnesota: Economic Conditions" by TheUrban Coalition Census Project, May 1994, p. 13.
• Suicide may also be related to emotional stress:
• A survey by the Urban Coalition found several factors that increasedemotional stress among American Indian students in the Twin Cities.Feelings of boredom, worry about violence, experiences of physical abuse,and negative feelings about their bodies, were factors that increasedstress.*
• Strong family connectedness was the one factor that reduced stress.*
*Both points taken from "The Well-Being of American Indian Children in Minnesota:Economic Conditions" by The Urban Coalition Census Project, May 1994.
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"Kids in school are everyone's kids.
They're kids of the community."
--participant in talking circle at
American Indian Family Center,
January, 2000.
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American Indian students by grade,
1,4): 1998-90 
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Source: St. Paul Public Schools
NOTE: Does not include 16 American Indian children in Early Childhood
Programs.
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St. Paul Public Schools Mat7 Testing Results, Complete Battery, Grades 2-8,
District Wide Averages 1997-98
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1
41if 8th Grade Math Test Scores
The results of the Spring 1996 Math Basic
Standards Test given to eighth graders show
that:
• 73% of Caucasian students passed
• 59% of Asian students passed
• 44% of Hispanic students passed
• 31% of African American students passed
• 24% of American Indian students passed.
*does not include students with special needs
Source: Sr. Paul Public Schools
Beginning in the year 2000, students must pass the Minnesota Basic
Standards Tests of math and reading in order to earn a high school
diploma. A writing test will be added in 2001.
• Students take the test beginning in eighth grade, and must retake it until
they pass.
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8th Grade Reading Test Scores
V
-
The results of the Spring 1996 Reading Basic
Standards Test given to eighth graders show that:
• 64% of Caucasian students passed
• 48% of Asian students passed
• 44% of Hispanic students passed
• 38% of American Indian students passed
• 27% of African American students passed.
*does not include students with special needs.
Source: St. Paul Public Schools
38
0 a
American Indian Policy Center June 7, 2000
Basic Standards Test Scores
• In the Class of 2000, 20% of St. Paul
American Indian students have not yet
passed the basic standards test required to
graduate.
• This compares to 20% of African American
students, 18.3% of Asian students, 16.5%
of Hispanic students, and 5.8% of white
students in Saint Paul.
(taken from www.spps.org).
• One study found that "participation in gifted and talented programs
uniformly increased test scores, often by much more among minorities
than among whites," but that "some minority group members, such as
American Indians, are severely underrepresented in these programs."
• According to the same study, American Indian students who are high
achievers on the Basic Standards Tests are less likely to be enrolled in
gifted and talented programs than white high achievers.
• High achievers also tended to change schools less frequently.
Source: Analysis of the 1996 Minnesota Basic Standards Test Data, Published by the Roy
Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social Justice, Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of
Public Affairs, University of Minnesota, March 1997, p. 9-13.
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* Absenteeism: 15 or More Days
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Note: There was a change in reporting procedures after 1995-96 Sow. St Paul Public Schools
• NOTE: These are district-wide figures for all grades. We have also been unable to
get information regarding how these rates are calculated.
• Absenteeism is highest in the later grades.
• In St. Paul Public Schools in 1997-98,2 out of every 5 American Indian
students missed 15 or more days of school.
• The Truancy Intervention Project (TIP) is a collaborative effort of the Ramsey
County's Attorney's Office and the St. Paul Public Schools. Indian Education
also works with TIP as a liaison and advocate for American Indian families.
• Definition of truancy: student between ages of 12 and 16 is truant if absent for 3
or more classes, 3 or more days unexcused.
• The process for dealing with absences involves three main steps: 1) The
individual school reports the unexcused absences to the Ramsey County
Attorney's office, who then send a letter to the parents notifying them of the legal
guidelines for attending school and asking them to attend a meeting regarding
acceptable reasons for absences, attendance laws, etc.
• 2) If attendance does not improve, someone at the schools, usually a social
worker or attendance clerk, files a report and requests a Student Attendance
Review Team (SART) hearing. If under age 12, a child protection worker will be
present at this meeting.
• 3) Next level: a petition for Truancy and/or Educational Neglect will be filed by
the Ramsey Co Attorney's Office
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1* Absenteeism: 30 or More Days
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Percentage of American Indian Students
Absent 30+ Days by Grade, 1994-95
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Sourcc: St Paul Public Schools
• These figures are also district-wide. Again, we haven't received
information about how these are calculated. Regardless, there appear to be
significant differences in these high absenteeism rates by grade.
• NOTE: The latest figures we have by grade on absenteeism are from
1994-95. More recent figures are needed.
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*  Student Perspectives
Among American Indian students,
• 9% of 6th graders, 17% of 9th graders, and
25% of 12th graders reported skipping at
least 3 days of school in the past 30 days
• skipping school was more common in
Minneapolis and St. Paul than anywhere
else in the state.*
*According to the 7998 Minnesota Students' Sur-my and Getting It All Together: The Health and Well-
Being of Minnesota's Youth, A Report by the Urban Coalition, August, 1998.
• These statewide rates of skipping school are much higher than the rates at
which white students skip school, though they are fairly consistent with
rates of other ethnic groups.
• In grades 6, 9, and 12, African American students reported skipping school
the most often, followed by Chicano/Latino students, then American
Indian students, then Asian students.
• Though in Minneapolis and St. Paul, white students in 12th grade were just
as likely to skip school as those of any other ethnic group.
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:A4, • Key Times When Absenteeism Counts
• In a study of the St. Paul Public
Schools,* high absenteeism in grades 6 &
7 is a good predictor of future loss of
credit, future absenteeism, and dropping
out.
*Schellenberg, "Loss of Credit and Its Impact on High School Students: A
Longitudinal Study"
• An analysis of the Basic Standards Tests conducted by the University of
Minnesota* found that "attending school regularly is the most consistent
and reliable predictor of success on the math and reading examinations."
• Other factors analyzed included the following, according to page 10:
• "Individual characteristics: race, gender, age, attendance rate, number of
school changes in past five years and English not spoken at home.
• Program characteristics: enrollment in special education or disability
program, limited English proficiency program and/or gifted and talented
program.
School characteristics: school poverty (I.e., students receiving free or
reduced price meals); percent of test takers at school who are black, Asian,
Hispanic or American Indian; whether a school ranked in the top 20
percent of mean math or reading scores; whether a school ranked in the
bottom 20 percent of mean math or reading scores."
Source: Analysis of the 1996 Minnesota Basic Standards Test Data, Published by the Roy
Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social Justice, Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of
Public Affairs, University of Minnesota, March 1997, p. 10.
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Drop Out Rates
From 1989 to 1998,
drop out rates for
American Indian
students in St. Paul
Public Schools
have declined.
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Drop out rates show the percentage of students in grades 7 - 12 who
withdraw from school without transferring to another school in that
academic year.
• The Minnesota Student Survey offers some student-reported information
on other factors in students' lives.
• For instance,
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0%
Percent of Minnesota students who spend more than
10 hours/week working for pay
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0 African
American
American
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II Asian
0 Chicano/Latino
ta White
Grade 12
• *Data reported in Getting It All Together: The Health and Well-Being of Minnesota's 
Youth A Report by the Urban Coalition, August, 1998, based on the Minnesota Student
Survey-1995.
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*;  Graduation Rates, 1901-1008
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• Indian Education implements some programs that target American
Indian students and higher graduation rates. Information on these
programs and the number of students serviced in various years is
shown below.
American Indian High School Students Serviced through the Post Secondary
Preparation Program, 1996-98
Support Services Post Secondary Plans
Program
Tutorial Services
I 1E11996
MI 1997
01998
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Graduation Rates
* Compared to other Ethnic Groups 
Graduation Rates in St. Paul Public Schools
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• Attitudes toward school may be relevant for these sorts of statistics. The
Minnesota Student Survey is one source of information about student
attitudes, though self-reports may be questioned.
• According to the student survey, 40% of American Indian 12th grade
students say they like school "very much" or "quite a be*
• This is very similar to other ethnic groups: 41% of African American
students, 46% of Chicano/Latino students, and 42% of white students,
though 62% of Asian 12th grade students like school "very much."*
*From Getting It All Together: The Health and Well-Being of Minnesota's Youth, A Report by
the Urban Coalition, August, 1998.
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A
4 .1* Education Levelsfr .I in St. Paul
Educational Attainment in St. Paul (25 years and over)
Total Population American Indians
Total Population Over 25' 172,290 100.0% 1,5401 100%
Less than 9th grade 14,655 8.5% 1291 8.4%
9th to 12th, no diploma 17,880 10.4% 4091 26.6%
HS graduate or GED 51,733 30.0% 6201 40.3%
Some college, no degree 31,266 18.1% 2101 13.6%
Associate degree
Bachelor's degree
11,041
29,719
6.4%
17.2%
571
6-01
3.7%
3.9%
Graduate or prof. degree 15,996 9.3% 551 3.6%
Sourcc: US Burcau of thc Ccnsus
Source: US Bureau of the Census
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Educational Levels in St. Paul,
from MOO Census Data 
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deuree or less Than HS
hiuher diploma
27% 19%
Associate
degree
6% ttS uraduate
or BED
Some college, 30%
no dolmen
18%
Educational Levels
in St. Paul's Total Population,
1990 Census Data
Associate
degree -
4%
Some college,
no degree
14%
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deuree or
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TI. less than
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35%
ltS graduate
or CEO
Educational Levels
in St. Paul's American Indian Population,
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Source: US Bureau of the Census
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How Does Level of Education
Affect Income?
Median Earnings in 1997
Less than high-school
High-school graduate
Some college, no degree
Associate degree
Bachelor's degree
Master's degree
Doctorate
Professional degree
$19,700 1
$26,000
30,400
$31,700
$40,100
$50,000
$62,400
700
Source:
Bureau
of the
Census;
Bureau
of Labor
Statistics
Also from the Bureau of the Census; Bureau of Labor Statistics:
Unemployment Rate in 1998
Less than high-school
High-school graduate
Some college, no degree
Associate degree
Bachelor's degree
Master's degree
Doctorate
Professional degree
7.1
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1* American Indian Education and Income
• The minimum income required to meet the
cost of living in the Metro Area for a single-
parent family with two children is
$31,969.*
• Based on the relationship between
educational level and income, only 11% of
American Indians in St. Paul have the
education to earn that income.
*Based on 1997 estimates from the US Bureau of the Census, Labor Statistics.
Based on 1997 estimates from the US Bureau of the Census, Labor Statistics.
• 54% of American Indian family households in St. Paul are single-parent
families.
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41; American Indian Education and Income
• 'I 'he minimum income required to meet the
cost of living in the Metro Area for a two-
parent family with two children is
$41,838.*
• This income would require a job that paid
one worker $20.11 per hour, or two workers
earning $10.06 per hour.
"Based on 1997 estirnaks from the US Bureau of the Census, Labor Statistics.
*Based on 1997 estimates from the US Bureau of the Census, Labor Statistics.
• 46% of American Indian family households in St. Paul are two-parentfamilies.
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41;  Per Capita Income in St. Paul
If we think of the
1989 mean per
capita income in St.
Paul as one dollar,
the table at the right
shows what
proportion of that
dollar each ethnic
group makes on
average.
Average $1.00
White $1.12
Black .57
Hispanic $.52
American
Indian $.47
Asian .30
Source: US Bureau of the Cans.
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Ai1 Mean Per Capita Income in St. Paul,
1111111 
$16,000
$14,000
$12,000
$10,000
$8,000
$6,000 -
$4,000 -
$2,000
White Black American
Indian
Asian Hispanic
sourcc: US Bureau of Cc Census
Source: US Bureau of the Census
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*  What is a Livable Wage?
o 1997 estimates of the wage rates for a single-
parent family to meet minimum cost of living
requirements in the Metro Region of Minnesota:
1 Child 2 Children 3 Children
Gross Annual
Earnings $24,482 $31,969 $41,813
Hourly Wages $11.77 $15.37 $20.10
Table taken from JOBS NOW Coalition's 1998 Economic Literacy Project Report, page 3.
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$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
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$10,000
$5,000
s -
Mean Household Income in St. Paul,
1080 
White Black American Asian Hispanic Total
Indian
Source:
US
Bureau
of the
Census,
1990
• The 1990 Census counted as household income the total "income of the
householder and all other persons 15 years old and over in the
household, whether related to the householder or not."
• A household is defined as all persons who occupy a housing unit.
Source: US Bureau of the Census, Definitions of Subject Characteristics, p. B- 17, B-I4.
• Mean household income of American Indians in St. Paul is 3.3 times the
mean per capita income, suggesting that 3 or more earning adults may
be a common household configuration.
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41; Poverty Levels in St. Paul
g0%
 
Z.
70%
60%
50%
40%
% below poverty % age 0-17 below % age 65+ below
level poverty level poverty level
IN American
Indian
• Total
Source: US Bureau of
the Census, 1990
• According to the 1990 Census Bureau Report "households are classified
below the poverty level when the total 1989 income of the family or of
the nonfamily householder is below the appropriate poverty threshold."
The poverty threshold depends on the size of the family, number of
children, and age of the family householder.
• For example, in 1990 the poverty threshold for a single parent with two
children was $9,990.
Source: US Bureau of the Census, Definitions of Subject Characteristics, p. B-28.
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1* Poverty Rates
According to the 1990 Census, St. Paul
poverty rates for children were:
• African American 54.2 %.
• American Indian 46.4%
• Asian 68.9%
• Hispanic Origin 30.2%
• White 11.8%
In 1979, 24.3% of American Indian children living in St. Paul lived in
poverty.**
In 1989, this percentage had increased to 46.4%.**
*From Populations of Color in Minnesota Health Status Report, Spring 1997, p. 12-13.
*Source: Profiles of Change: Communities of Color in the Twin Cities Area, published by The
Urban Coalition Census Project, August, 1993, p. 17.
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Free and Reduced Lunch Status
Proportion of American Indian Students on Free and Reduced
Lunch Status in St. Paul Public Schools in 1998-99
75% of American
Indian students in St.
Paul Public Schools
receive free or
reduced lunches.
LI None
III Free and Reduced •
Source: Sr. Paul Public Schools
• Families with incomes below 185% of the poverty level qualify for free or
reduced lunches.
• 75% of American Indian students in St. Paul Public Schools receive free or
reduced lunches.
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American Indian Student Lunch Status
by Planning District
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:frk Poverty Among the Elderly
According to the 1990 Census, St. Paul
poverty rates for the elderly were:
° African American 14.2%
• American Indian 73.3%
• Asian 41.5%
• Hispanic Origin 20.4%
• White 9.8%
6 1
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4* 1990 Home Ownership in St. Paul
46% Renter-
Occupied
Housing Tenure in St. Paul
Total Population,
1990
54% Owner
Occupied
American Indian
Housing Tenure,
1990
78%
Renter
Occupied
22% Owner
Occupied
Source: US Bureau of the Census
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1
AFIE/MFIP
AFDC/MFIP Recipients in Minnesota
by Ethnicity and Year
140,000
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Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services
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AFDC/MFIP
10.0% 7
9.0% -
8.0% -
7.0% -
6.0%
American Indians as Percentage
of MFIP Recipients in Minnesota
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services
Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services, cases September 1999
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The above chart shows the number of American Indians in Ramsey County receiving each
service as well as American Indians as a percentage of recipients of each service. More
American Indians use Medical Assistance than any other service by far. American
Indians make up a relatively higher percentage of those who receive General Assistance.
• NOTE: All numbers are 1999, except Adult Mental Health, Chemical Dependency, and
Children and Family Services are 1998 data.
MFIP (Minnesota Family Investment Plan) is the program that replaced AFDC (Aid to
Families with Dependent Children) in 1997.
• MFIP provides monthly financial assistance and medical assistance coverage.
• One and two parent families with children under 19 must meet income, asset, and parental
status guidelines of eligibility and must participate in employment related activities to
receive MFIP.
• The food stamp program is federally-funded aid for purchasing food items.
• GA (General Assistance) is a state-funded program that provides financial aid to those
who do not receive other types of assistance.
• GAMC (General Assistance Medical Care) is a state-funded program providing limited
medical services to those who do not qualify for federal Medical Assistance programs.
• Medical Assistance (Medicaid) is a federal program providing medical care to those under
21, over 65, and for the disabled or blind.
• MSA (Minnesota Supplemental Aid) is state-funded income supplements for those
receiving Supplement Security Income or Social Security benefits. Recipients must be 65
years old, disabled, or blind.
66
American Indian Policy Center June 7, 2000
Ramsey County MFIP
American Indians in Ramsey County Receiving MFIP by Planning District, 1999
(n=321)
70
60
40
30'7-
20
10
56
24 25
33
6
0 . 903"1 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 'Unmapped
Sorr. Ramsey C.ounly Community Human Senices
• The distribution of American Indian MFIP recipients matches the
geographic distribution of American Indians in St. Paul, as inferred from
public school enrollments shown below.
• American Indians make up 3.5% of MFIP recipients in St. Paul. By
planning district, American Indians make up between 2.3-4.1% of MFIP
recipients. American Indians make up more than 4.5% of all MFIP
recipients in districts 3, 5, and 9.
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American Indians as Percentage of Those Receiving Benefits by Planning District in Ramsey County, 1999
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In the chart below, the bar graph represents the number of American Indian
recipients. The line represents the percentage of American Indian MFIP
recipients to total MFIP recipients in that planning district. For example,
in planning district 5, there were 65 American Indian MFIP recipients.
These 65 represented approximately 5% of all MFIP recipients in district
5.
American Indian MFIP Recipients in St. Paul by Planning District, 1999
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*
I I
40)' MFIPIV A 
• Based on our projections of current
population, we estimate that approximately
18% of American Indians in Ramsey
County receive MFIP.*
*This reflects the number of individuals, including children.
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Labor Status of Ramsey County
MFIP Recipients 
Working Full-
time
24%
Working Part-
time
18%
Not Working
58%
Labor Status of American Indian MFIP Case Heads in
Ramsey County, 1999
Source: Ramsey County Community Human &Moos
Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services, cases September 1999
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Ramsey County MFIP Recipients
Average Number of Children Among IVIFIP Recipients
in Ramsey County, 1999
American
Indian
Asian Black Hispanic White
Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services
Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services, cases September 1999
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:froi; Ramsey County Teen Moms on NIFIP
16%
14%
12%
10%
8%
6%
4%
2%
0%
Proportion of ATFIP Recipients
Who Are Teen Moms by Ethnic Group, 1999
Asian Black Hispanic American White Total
Indian
Solute: Ramsey County Community Human Services
NOTE: "Teen mom" is defined as female Case Heads age 20 and under.
These figures do not represent all Case Heads who entered the system as a
teen mom, only those who are currently-or were very recently-teen moms.
Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services Profile of MFIP Population by
Race/Ethnicity, page 6.
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Average Time Spent on PHIP
Average Time Spent on AFDC/INFIP for Ramsey County
Recipients, 1999
White
American Indian
10 20 30 40 50 60
Months
Sourcc: Ramsay County Community Human Scrvius
Source: Ramsey County Community Human Services, cases September 1999
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AA* OutT -of-Home Care in Minnesota
Ethnicity of Minnesota Children in Out-of-Home Care in 1992-1997 .
19921 19931 19941 19951 19961 1997i
African American 3,459 ; 3,860 1 4,007 1 3,685 3,492 1 4,046 ;
. ,, . . 21108.4;504 ,,,,,Voi 
Asian/Pacific Islander 304 ; 316 I 292 1 308 L 285 1 345 :
Hispanic
White
412 ! 562  1 581 1 636 I 644 1 617 ;
11,337 ! 11,489 1 11,658 1 11,308 10,701 1 11,030 ;
Not Reported 454 ; 338 1 922 1 521 391 1 _
Total 18,096 : 18,673 1 19,636 I 18,492 1 17,508 1 18,142 i
Data tables here are almost exact replicas of p. 8 of report cited below.
Source: Bulletin #98-68-8 Children in Out-of-Home Care; A 1996 Minnesota Report by Race and Heritage,
Minnesota Department of Human Services, Community Services Division and the Family and Children's Services
Division, November 1998, p.8
**Population is from the State Demographic Center at Minnesota State Planning and includes the population of
children through 19 years old.
In the Minnesota population data, Hispanic includes only White Hispanic children; children in out-of-home care
who are of Hispanic heritage may be of any race.
1
1
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Out-of-Home Care in Minnesota
Percent Distribution of MN .Children in Out-of-Home Care, 1992-1997 19971 .  Pop.
19921 19931 1994: 19951 1996 1997 MN Children
African American'
American Indian
As ian/Pacific Islander
H.ispanic,
White!
Not Reported!
19.1% 20.7%1 20.4%! 19.9% 19.9%1 22.3%
11.8% 11.3% 11.1% 11.0% 11.4% 11.6%
1.7%1 1.7%i 1.5% : 1.7% ! 1.6%1 1.9%
2.3° .1._ 3.0%1 3.0% 3.4% , 3.7%! 3.4%
62.6%:
 6-1.5%1 59.4% 61.2% ! 61.1%! 60.8%
2.5%: 1.8%1 4.7% 2.8%! 2.2%! 0.0%
4.1%
1.9%
4.0%
2.2%
87.8%
0.0%
Totali I00%: 100%1 .100W 100% 100%1 100% 100%
Data tables here are almost exact replicas of p. 8 of report cited below.
Source: Bulletin #98-68-8, Children in Out-of-Home Care; A 1996 Minnesota Report by Race and Heritage,
Minnesota Department of Human Services, Community Services Division and the Family and Children's Services
Division, November 1998, p.8
**Population is from the State Demographic Center at Minnesota State Planning and includes the population of
children through 19 years old.
In the Minnesota population data. Hispanic includes only White Hispanic children; children in out-of-home care
who are of Hispanic heritage may be of any race.
• American Indian children make up 2 percent of the Minnesota
population, but accounted for 12 percent of children in placement in
1998.*
*Source: Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement: A Program Evaluation Report, January 1999,
Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Minnesota, p.xv.
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*; Children in Out-of-Home Care
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000
Minnesota Children in Out-of-Home Care in 1992-1997
by Ethnicity
• 
A  
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
--African American
American Indian
—.0— Hispanic
--A-- AsiariPaci6c Islander
Data tables here are almost exact replicas of p. 8 of report cited below.
Source: Bulletin #98-68-8, Children in Out-of-Home Care; A 1996 Minnesota Report by Race
and Heritage,
Minnesota Department of Human Services, Community Services Division and the Family and
Children's Services Division, November 1998, p.8
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*; Out-of-Home Care in Minnesota
American Indian Children in Out-of-Home Care in Minnesota
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Relinquishment of
Parental Rights
1% Child Related
Parent Caretaker Conduct or Condition
Conduct, Condition, 30%
or Absence
36%
Family Interaction or
Financial Hardship
Protection from 8%
Neglect, Physical or
Sexual Abuse
25%
County Reported Reasons for American Indian Child's Entry Into Care as Percent,
Minnesota 1996
Source: Children in
Out-Of-Home Care:
A 1996 Minnesota
Report by Race and
Heritage, published
by the Minnesota
Department of
Human Services,
Community Services
Division and the
Family and
Children's Services
Division, November
1998, p. 20.
Top Three County-Identified Specific Reasons for American Indian Child's Entry into
Out-of-Home Care in Minnesota, 1996
!Child Delinquent 19%i
16%!
" 
Protection from Neglect
!Substance Abuse
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I Proportion of Child Population Who Are
4,0A' American Indian, 1008 
All Other
98.0%
Total Minnesota
Child Population
American Indian
2.0%
All Other
94%
Ramsey County
Child Population
American
Indian
6%
***All 1997 figures are taken from Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement Report #99-02, January
1999
A Program Evaluation Report from the Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Minnesota.
See p. 60
1998 
• 5.9% of children in Ramsey County are American Indian.
• 2% of children in Minnesota are American Indian.
• 5.2% of children in care in Ramsey County are American Indian.
• 11.7% of children in care in Minnesota are American Indian.
• 5.5% of American Indian children in Ramsey County are in out-of-home
care.
• 8.4% of American Indian children in Minnesota are in out-of-home care.
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Proportion of Children in Out-of-Home
4:71A' Care Who are American Indian, MOB 
All Other
88.3%
Minnesota
Children in
Out-of-Home Care
American
Indian
11.7%
All Other
94.8%
American
Indian
5.2%
Ramsey County
Children in
Out-of-Home Care
***All 1997 figures are taken from Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement Report #99-02, January
1999
A Program Evaluation Report from the Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Minnesota.
Seep. 60
1998 
• 5.9% of children in Ramsey County are American Indian.
• 2% of children in Minnesota are American Indian.
• 5.2% of children in care in Ramsey County are American Indian.
• 11.7% of children in care in Minnesota are American Indian.
• 5.5% of American Indian children in Ramsey County are in out-of-home
care.
• 8.4% of American Indian children in Minnesota are in out-of-home care.
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Proportion of all American Indian
4,6A1* Children in Care,1008 
In out-of-
home care
8.4%
Not in Out-of-
Home care
91.6%
Minnesota American Indian Children
Not in Out-of.
Home care
94.5%
In Out-of-
Home Care
5.5%
Ramsey County American Indian Children
***All 1997 figures are taken from Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement Report #99-02, January
1999
A Program Evaluation Report from the Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Minnesota.
Seep. 60
1998 
• 5.9% of children in Ramsey County are American Indian.
• 2% of children in Minnesota are American Indian.
• 5.2% of children in care in Ramsey County are American Indian.
• 11.7% of children in care in Minnesota are American Indian.
• 5.5% of American Indian children in Ramsey County are in out-of-home
care.
• 8.4% of American Indian children in Minnesota are in out-of-home care.
• 116 American Indian children in Ramsey County were in out-of-home care
in 1998.
• This is 5.5% of Ramsey County's American Indian children.
• American Indian children made up 5% of children in care in Ramsey
County in 1998.
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4* ICWA Applicable Children in 1997
• In Minnesota, 1,738 (76%) out of 2,292 American Indian
children in out-of-home care were identified as ICWA
applicable children.
• In Hennepin County, 761 (91%) out of 836 American
Indian children in out-of-home care were identified as
ICWA applicable children.
• In Ramsey County, 8 (5%) out of 150 American
Indian children in out-of-home care were identified
as ICWA applicable children.
• The county with the next lowest percentage of ICWA
applicable children is Becker County with 66%.*
*Comparison includes all counties in MN with at least 50 American Indian children in care.
***All 1997 figures are taken from Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement Report 1199-02, January
1999
A Program Evaluation Report from the Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Minnesota.
Seep. 60
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ICWA Applicable Children in 1998
• In Minnesota, Out of 2,201 American Indian children
in care in Minnesota, 1,798 (82%) were identified as
ICWA applicable children.
• In Hennepin County Out of 853 American Indian
children in care in Hennepin County, 829 (97%) were
identified as ICWA applicable children.
• Out of 116 American Indian children in care in
Ramsey County, 11 (9.5%) were identified as
ICWA applicable children.
• The county with the next lowest percentage of ICWA
applicable children is Beltrami County with 60%.*
*Comparison includes all counties in MN with at least 50 American 
Indian children in care.
***All 1997 figures are taken from Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement R
eport #99-02, January
1999
A Program Evaluation Report from the Office of the Legislative Audito
r, State of Minnesota.
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Canton
115,
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193 60%
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Cass 147' 146' 101%
Clay i 67 63. 106%
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571 91%
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St. Louis : 1841 2391 77%
Totals 15091, 1779 85%
***All 1997 figures are taken from Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement Report 499-02, January
1999
A Program Evaluation Report from the Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Minnesota.
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41; Out-of-Home Placements
Other
12.1%
Emergency
Shelter Corrections
37.0% 
'Home/Facility
5.5%
Living Arrangements of Placements of American Indian Children
in Minnesota, 1996*
Family Foster
Homes
45.4%
`Represents number of placements in 1996, not the number of chidren. There were roughly twice as many
placements as children in that year.
• 65.8% of American Indian Children in family foster homes were placed
with American Indian foster parents in 1996.
• In 1997 and in 1998, 29% of American Indian children in family foster
homes were placed with relatives.
***All 1997 figures are taken from Juvenile Out-of-Home Placement Report #99-02, January
1999
A Program Evaluation Report from the Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Minnesota.
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Ap; Placements in Corrections in 1906
V 
Minnesota Placements in Corrections Home/Facility in 1996
1
!
% of Total
-Placements
!Placements in Corrections % of Population
African Americanl 151 7% 4%
American Indian 220 10% 2%
Asian/Pacific Islander] 50 2% 4%
Hispanic , 90 4% 2%
Whitel 1633 74% 88%
Not Reported! 50 2% 0%
Total! 2194 100% 100%
—
not children.These numbers are based on placements,
So the total group from which this data is drawn involves almost twice
as many placements as children. 
..i
Therefore, these numbers may be more reliable as ratios than real numbers.
Source: Bulletin
498-68-8,
Children in Out-
of-Home Care; A
1996 Minnesota 
Report by Race 
and Heritaae 
Minnesota
Department of
Human Services,
Community
Services Division
and the Family
and Children's
Services
Division,
November 1998.
• Note that American Indians are the second highest corrections placement
for juveniles.
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